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Suffolk Record Office at the Suffolk Show

The record office attended the Suffolk Show in May with a display to
celebrate the 100" anniversary of the founding of the National
Farmers’ Union. The panels comprised an illustrated history of the
NFU, focusing on particular themes in Suffolk, such as the Tithe War
and the Sugar Beet Industry. Peter Kendal, the National President of
the NFU and John Collen, the Chairman of the Suffolk NFU, visited
the record office stand to look at the display and had a discussion
with Councillor Guy McGregor about farming in the 21% century. The
panels will be on display at the Museum of East Anglian Life over the
summer and at other library and record office venues.

John Collen, Chairman of the Suffolk NFU, Peter Kendal, National President of the
NFU, Jeremy Pembroke, Leader of Suffolk County Council and Councillor Guy
McGregor (I-r) at the Suffolk Show
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Suffolk Record Office News

Starters and Leavers

Sue Munt stepped down from her permanent post at the Ipswich branch in March. Sue
worked for the record office for over 15 years and we are very fortunate that she has decided
to stay on as a relief member of staff. Bruce Martin has taken over the post of Research
Assistant at Ipswich and we have appointed Sally Whiffing to his former post as Searchroom
Assistant. Ivan Bunn and Jacqueline Dunster have recently been appointed to posts at the
Lowestoft branch—they have already been working at the branch as a Sunday Assistant and
relief post but we look forward to seeing more of them as permanent staff.

We are also very happy to announce that Jason Siddall has been appointed as Heritage
Information Manager. He started work at the end of July and will be working closely with
museums across the county.

Outreach
The record office has been particularly busy over the last few months with outreach events and

activities. A programme of talks and “Find Out About” sessions was run over the summer and
the leaflets for the September to December season will be sent out shortly.

Michael Foreman’s Visit to Lowestoft

In conjunction with the Library m“_ﬂﬂ ﬂ

Service the record office has ‘* Self Help '1
been celebrating 2008, the
National Year of Reading. On
18 June an audience of 35
people including 3
youngsters, enjoyed hearing
Michael Foreman talk about R
his childhood years in §
Pakefield during the war,
accompanied by a screen
showing of pictures from his
books. Just before his talk in :
Lowestoft Library’s Meeting Room, Michael Foreman had a private viewing of some of the
Lowestoft Record Office’s archives, including old maps and photographs of his mother’s
sweet shop in Pakefield. He was fascinated by these and was thrilled by the surprise
presentation of two folders of Family History Research covering his family. He said “It's like
being given a treasure!”.
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Photograph of workers building one of the houses on the estate,
possibly Prince Charles Avenue, late 1940s

On Sunday 6 July 2008 the Lowestoft branch was invited to take part in the Heveningham Hall
Fair. A display about the estate and the surrounding area was put together and Ruth Silburn
and Brenda Gower attended. The fair was a great success with over 200 people viewing the
exhibition panels and 100 people asking questions about the record office and archives in

general.

‘Discover Your Past’

The Suffolk Record Office worked
closely with the St Edmundsbury
Heritage Service to host a ‘Discover
Your Past’ event on the Mildenhall
Road estate in Bury on 28 March 2008.
The event included a display of records
relating to the estate, an exhibition from
the Bury St Edmunds Past and Present
Society, support from FOSRO and
stalls from the SEBC Heritage Service,
Partnership with Older People, Blaxhall
Archive Group, Suffolk Family History 1
Society and Suffolk Local History
Council. Despite the appalling weather
the event was a success and groups |
from the estate later visited Moyse’s
Hall and the record office.

SRO Bury: Bury K/PF/90

Heveningham Hall Fair
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Maps of estates belonging to Nathaniel Acton, 1723 -1756
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